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New Year’s Greetings from
the Premier
of Western Australia

It gives me great pleasure to wish the
Japan Australia News, its readers and the
Western Australian Japanese community
a very happy New Year.

The beginning of a new year is an
opportunity to recognise and celebrate
the achievements of the year just passed
and to look towards the year ahead.

Western Australia and Japan continue to
enjoy a warm and mutually beneficial
relationship which, in 2014, began with
the inaugural Japan Festival, held in
February in Perth.

The highly successful festival, held in
the Hyogo Friendship Garden near State
Parliament, promoted Japanese culture
and friendship and celebrated the close
cultural and economic ties between WA

Such bonds serve to deepen and enhance
our relationship, enabling us to learn
more about each other's customs and
traditions, while building on goodwill
and mutual understanding.

There is a thriving and active Japanese
community living in Western
Australia, with more than 3500 Japan-
born residents living in the State.
The community contributes to WA's
remarkable and harmonious cultural
diversity.

The Western Australian Government
proudly acknowledges and celebrates
our cultural diversity as one of our
State's great strengths and recognises the
contributions made by the WA Japanese
community to the development of this
State.
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The successes of 2014 have built on

Fi
A major highlight of 2014 was the firm foundations for a bright and fruitful I
. 2015. I look forward to a new year of =
signing of the Free Trade Agreement ..
. opportunities to encourage, expand and i
between Australia and Japan on 8 July. . .
. . develop the relationship between our
This agreement will further strengthen .
. . two countries. oAl
and enhance the relationship between z

our two countries, bringing our

economies and societies even closer I congratulate The Japan Australia News

through 2015 and underpinning a strong  for its commitment to informing and

relationship for many years to come. supporting the WA Japanese community
and wish you a successful year ahead.
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The year also marked the 40th

anniversary of the Perth-Kagoshima-  On behalf of the Government of Western
shi Sister City relationship, and the  Australia, I wish all members of the WA
30th anniversary of the Sister City  Japanese community a happy, safe and
relationship between Belmont and  prosperous New Year.

Adachi-ku.
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New Year's Message
from Japanese Ambassador to Australia

I would like to wish the readers of The Japan
Australia News a very happy New Year. It
amazes me to think that this is already the
third time my wife and I have welcomed the
New Year in Canberra.

Looking back, 2014 saw a tremendous
strengthening of the relationship of Japan
and Australia. Prime Minister Abbott
made an official visit to Japan in April and
Prime Minister Abe made an official visit
to Australia in July. In particular, Prime
Minister Abe’s moving address to the
Australian Parliament is still talked about
here in Canberra. Moreover, Prime Minister
Abe visited Australia again in November
to attend the G20 Leaders Summit held in
Brisbane. Taking into account the reciprocal
visits and international meetings, the two
leaders engaged in direct talks a remarkable
five times last year.

Significant outcomes were achieved as a
result of the official visits and talks held
between the two leaders. A prime example
was the signing of the Japan-Australia
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA).
When the EPA comes into effect, the
Agreement will provide a substantial boost
to two-way trade and investment, while also
enhancing the overall business relations of
our two countries. Another key outcome
was the signing of the Transfer of Defence
Equipment and Technology Agreement.
Cooperation in the area of defence will
not only support the security of Japan and
Australia, but also enable the two countries
to make a fuller contribution to ensuring
the peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific
region. Furthermore, Prime Ministers Abe
and Abbott also made the important step of
committing to undertake alternating annual
official visits to each other’s country.
Through these achievements, political
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and defence cooperation will serve as a 4 |2 12 B & H
further pillar to the relationship of Japan 1 1& 7 & > %
and Australia, which until now has focused = 1% ﬂj % ; na
chiefly on promoting business ties and  Jy ,‘% N B * H
people-to-people exchange. In addition, the & M ¥ Ay 7 E
recent developments will bring a greater %B Q j;% %‘gﬁ & Z
sense of balance and interactivity to our QK\ ﬁ[ H {t H T
bilateral relations. Undoubtedly, the Japan- T /75_: NI RN %
Australia relationship has entered a “new ,@ L /%\ n < ES
s . . . = i NI 3—
ra.” I would also like to emphasise that it 1z =5 . 4 | 5
has been Prime Minister Abbott and Prime
Minister Abe’s strong determination and 2 23 = H 3 7
personal relationship of trust that has driven @é ;) Z;_L ? % ;nj )
. .. S 7= ) A
the advancement of our relationship in such + 5 5 % ~
profound ways. X oL or >
Based on the agreement of the two leaders, [ 41 3 75 B & %
this year it is Prime Minister Abbott’s turn to ;ié % E }gg itk '?,j%
visit Japan again. In addition, it is Australia’s ¢ 7 2 We [SO;,)( f/
turn to host the Japan-Australia 2+2 Foreign ¥ ° % o X
and Defence Ministerial Consultations. I ‘/j @ % é :% };
have every confidence that these meetings ' |3 JC i E}:;‘ K
will contribute to further deepening the D‘ H T T & Z
political and defence cooperation of our R 5 5 n
. . W E % By 5
two countries. In the area of business P 7 5 )
cooperation, the Japan-Australia EPA [ A pk :ﬁ\ ? biE|
will soon come into effect and the Japan- @ @ R W S A
Australia Business Cooperation Committee
will meet in Fukuoka later in the year. As JV? Efé ~ 5:) gé g
such, we can see that the progression of our B3 Zﬁ 5 H
bilateral relations is now being supported by i  ° 1% Z It &
a powerful “wave” or “tailwind.” It is critical ~ & F % R
that we make our relationship rock-solid n 3; ¥ E ﬁ”;
by continuing to utilise these favourable % 8 '\; ° I %
circumstances to the greatest possible extent. = # | A D
For my part, I will also make every effortto ~ ¢° * & R
further strengthen the invaluable relations of ~ _ ?Zg j; g E =
our countries in the year ahead. ;L ;(] o ;E E??
Finally, I sincerely hope for a most 5 R gg g/ﬁ
prosperous year for Japan-Australia relations % i@ Bil % 1t
and I wish the readers of The Japan Australia ﬁ wie H To
News the all the very best for 2015. }C ;é g % &3
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New Year's Message
from Consul-General of Japan in Perth

Firstly, I'd like to wish JA readers a Happy New
Year, before saying a few words of greeting for
the New Year on behalf of the Consulate-General
of Japan in Perth.

Last year was an incredibly important year
for Western Australia and Japan, and I would
like to take this opportunity to give you a brief
explanation of the important events of 2014.

In July Prime Minister Abe became the first
Japanese Prime Minister to visit Western Australia
in 40 years. This visit was very well received on
both a political and economic level.

In November, the Japanese government sent
the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force
vessel “Kirisame’ to participate in the 100 Year
ANZAC Commemorative event in Albany. Mr
Nakane, Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Japan, and Mr Tokuchi, Vice-Minister
for International Affairs, Ministry of Defense,
received a warm welcome from the Australian
Government as they travelled to Albany from
Japan to join our participation in this event.

The first Japan Festival in Perth was held
in February last year in the city centre. This
event was received enthusiastically not only
by the Japanese community, but also by the
wider community here in Western Australia.
Preparations are now well underway by the Japan
Festival Committee for the second Japan Festival
in Perth to be held this coming March.

In 2014, Japan also worked closely with the
Australian authorities in the search and recovery
efforts for the missing Malaysian Airlines flight
MH370.

It was also a year of special significance for two of
our active sister city relationships in WA. Last year

AN
R
A
SEREe
marked the 40th anniversary of the establishment x
T : o Hm
of the Perth-Kagoshima Sister City relationship, 73 ==
and the 30th anniversary of the Belmont-Adachi & N
Sister City relationship. In special recognition of g %:a
the efforts of these cities, the City of Perth and | 73
the City of Belmont were awarded the Foreign 72
Minister of Japan’s Commendation for 2014, - LE
by Foreign Minister Kishida. The Consulate- ¢ -
General of Japan also received the Opportunity T
Award from the Mayor of Belmont for supporting E %E
the sister city relationship between Belmont and ~ {# |z
Adachi City. Further grassroots-level celebrations
in 2014 also included the 40th anniversary of the &

establishment of the Australia-Japan Society.

In this way Japan enjoyed being in the limelight in
Western Australia more than ever in 2014. It was
a productive year in which Japan’s relationship
with Western Australia was strengthened and
deepened.
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This year it will be important to maintain and
increase the momentum of 2014. Specifically,
there are a number of things on the cards,
all aiming towards strengthening the Japan-
Australia relationship, such as the Japan-Australia
Economic Partnership Agreement coming into
effect, Japan-Australia heads of state summit,

S HE O LSS M M KU RV S BT
CEWED

and bilateral defense cooperation. The Consulate- ggj
General of Japan will also continue to endeavour 1’%
to better the friendly relationship that we already %
enjoy with the great people of Western Australia %
through consulate-related events through 2015. i
In the early stages of the Japan-Australia Lf}
relationship around the middle of the Meiji Period 2

(late 1800s), Australian wool was the top import Z
product in Japan. Coincidentally, this year is the
year of the sheep in the Japanese zodiac. Sheep
evoke a feeling of warmth, fertility and peace. I
look forward to an even more fruitful and peaceful
year in the Japan-Australia relationship in 2015.
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Finding Japan in . :
A Humble Sydney

Ryokan

By Yulia Mizushima

(JENTA SYDNEY)

livable city in the world. | can’t deny it; as an American about to celebrate

Year after year, survey after survey, Sydney has been voted as the #1

her one-year mark of Sydney life, everything has pretty much been one
big fat ocean-view sunset (except for the public transport... must... suppress...
rant...). Sydneysiders get to enjoy high living standards, the world’s most
enviable array of cuisines, an unlimited list of attractions and entertainment, and
incomparable beach culture. Not only that, most multicultural travellers and
residents can feel at home in the many corners of this city’s diverse identity, and
usually discover something new about other cultures along the way.

Yet somehow, even the brightest day at the
beach pales in comparison to my last home.
Before I spent a year gallivanting in Sydney,
I was gallivanting in Japan, straight out of
graduating from university. For the first time,
I was free in the realest sense and alone in a
world where I could barely grasp the language.
It was fantastic. Since then, I’ve been lucky
enough to travel to countries I wouldn’t even
have heard of a couple years earlier, but Japan
made a mark on me that no other place ever
could. Thus, even upon arriving to Sydney, the
number #1 voted place to live in the world, I
was slyly working on feeling closer to Japan,
somehow, by visiting Sydney’s best Japanese
restaurants, grocery shopping in Japanese
markets, and signing up as a contributor to
JENTA. Still, finding an authentic Japanese
cultural experience in Sydney is tough. I was
beginning to think that there isn’t a single place
in this city where my yearning pang for Japan
could be muffled, but then one day, my editor
asked me to interview the owner of a ryokan,
or a traditional Japanese inn, in none other than
Balmain.

Despite being so close to the city and located
comfortably on a peninsula, Balmain suburb
is not so crowded, I notice, after getting off a
short bus ride that departed from QVB. The
bus lets my editor and me off almost directly
in front of Ryokan Gojyuan, which is run by
Australian locals, Linda and her husband Steve.

Standing outside, the place doesn’t look that
eye-popping; in fact, the only definitive detail
is a wooden board with the ryokan’s name
burned in Japanese characters on the side of the
terraced house. I knock on the door, and Linda
ushers us in.

I begin my obligatory introduction to Linda
at first, but then my eyes wander almost
immediately as a growing buzz of excitement
starts to creep up. Beyond the typical
Australian suburbia facade was a portal into the
most traditionally Japanese of ryokans. There’s
furoshiki cloth wrappings and elaborately
hand-crafted temari artworks displayed at the
entrance counter. I'm half expecting a tiny,
slouching, 100-year-old Japanese grandmother
to pop out any second; everything about the
ryokan’s environment seems perfect, from
the koi fish rousing in their pond amidst the
Japanese maple trees outside, to the sweet-
smelling tatami rooms.

Linda sits us down at one of the window tables
next to the koi pond and carefully places a
steaming oshibori (hot towelette) to each

of us, before scurrying into the kitchen to
retrieve the green tea and wagashi (traditional
Japanese confectionary) that she made herself.
My editor and I are blown away before the
interview even starts, but finally, with a delicate
bite of red bean and warming sip of tea, the
questions start rolling.

The History of Sydney’s First and
Foremost Ryokan

The sandstone building, built in 1855, has
been in Linda’s family since the late 1930’s,
but wasn’t open as the ryokan it is today until
last August. By listening to her stories of how
her dream was built piece by piece, and of the
many friends she’s met through the Japanese
celebrations and crafts workshops she has
attended and hosted over the years, it’s obvious
that her passion is the type that can only be
cultivated over a lifetime (or two). Where
did this all begin? Turns out, she was first
captivated by the world of traditional Japan by
none other than a cult-hit television show.

“I never intended to do this, I had been a
computer programmer for 37 years. 37 years!
But in the late 1960s, there was a television
show running here in Sydney called The
Samurai. It was a black and white tv show,
first Japanese show aired in Australia ever,” she
gushed proudly. “When the main actor [Koichi
Ose] came to Australia, he was mobbed at the
airport - he was that popular.”

Linda and her husband Steve first visited Japan
in 2001, where they inspected nearly every
ryokan they could find to collect research to
transform their Balmain home into their very
own Kyoto-esque ryokan. Since then, even
with a few financial setbacks, their dream has
been growing strong.

“We’re DIYers, we get most of our furniture
and building materials by scouring through
Ebay, Edo Arts and Japanache websites and
contacting craftspeople in Japan who are
willing to ship internationally. My husband
just found these very old, rare Japanese nails,
which we couldn’t even find in hardware stores
in Japan when we visited,” she grins. “Finally,
we found the nails on a random website two
weeks after we got back to Sydney and had
them shipped here! To us, using authentic
Japanese nails for our ryokan makes a real
difference. It’s been a real journey building
this place, and I'm loving every minute of it.”
The Ryokan Gojyuan first opened as a fully
functioning inn, some had their doubts about
the authenticity of the accommodation as an
experience. However, one of Linda’s proudest

moments was when a guest admitted that she
was reminded of her home in Kyoto when she
stayed at the ryokan.

Since then, the Gojyuan has been consistently
relieving the homesick or those in need for
a stay in Japan. Weddings, honeymoons,
birthdays, anniversaries, holidays of both
Australian and Japanese culture have been
celebrated at Linda and Steve’s. Soon, the
local media showed up. A few television spots,
then an article in the Sydney Morning Herald
brought even more attention to the unassuming
Balmain ryokan. As my editor and I listen to
Linda shyly recalling how she cleaned every
inch of the place in preparation for her ryokan
being filmed for a spot on a travel show, I
realize that this woman might be the most
admirably determined person I’ve ever met.
If her dream was to be a ballerina, or a master
chef, or a secret agent, then I believe she
would be one today. After all, she successfully
recreated Japan in Sydney.

. ’w e

Ty

Staying at Ryokan Gojyuan

After the interview, Linda gave us a tour
of the rest of the interior. The ryokan only
accommodates two 8 tatami-sized guest rooms,
which is very small in comparison to Western-
style hotel rooms, yet decently sized in Japan.
Both rooms are minimally furnished; besides
the chabudai (the short-legged Japanese tea
table that Linda made herself in woodworking
class), and the tokonoma (traditional alcove),
the rooms are naked compared to Western
standards, but arguably more comfortable. In
a very Japanese fashion, the rooms are mainly
for rejuvenating the guests, not to clutter
them with unnecessary décor. However,
guests are provided with all their modern
technology needs - it’s just tastefully hidden.
The television is in the tansu, or the wooden
cabinets where the futon is tucked away
every morning. All the cables and appliances
enabling reverse cycle air conditioning and Wi-
fi are tucked away from view. There’s even a
modern bathroom attached to each room, but
hidden behind sliding shoji (paper) doors.

As we slowly shuffle across the garden over
the pond of a dozen or so glimmering, curious
koi fish, Linda points out a particularly lush
evergreen. Among the colorful Japanese
maples, black stones, moss, and the other
typical Japanese garden varieties Linda has
carefully groomed together, right in the center
is the Critically Endangered Australian Wollemi
Pine, a species once thought to be extinct, but

RYOKAN

GOJYUAN

recently rediscovered in the remote forests of
New South Wales.

Finally, my favorite part of the tour: the
ofuro. In modern Western societies, having a
communal bathhouse is considered distasteful
and cheap, but in Japan, the bathhouse is where
tired guests could cleanse themselves and soak
in luxury. My editor and I were surprised to
find the highest of luxury bathtubs inside the
Gojyuan’s ofuro: the creamy, golden hinoki-
buro, a very rare and highly regarded type of
traditional Japanese bathtub made from hinoki
wood. The turpene in the wood absorbs toxic
substances, and uplifting essential oils in the
wood wards against mold and pesky wood-
eating insects.

iliraditional Japanese Bathtub

As my editor and Linda moved on with the
rest of the tour, I walked into the bathhouse
alone, past the separate area where guests
wash themselves as Japanese traditionally do-
sitting on wooden stools using buckets to wash
themselves before soaking in the bath - and
peered into a charcoal-grey stone room where
the attraction awaited. The massive hinoki-
buro was placed perfectly below an open
window wall, so guests could soak against the
opening of the other private garden. I could
barely contain myself from gingerly stepping
into the water as the citrusy, spicey hinoki scent
wafted over me. I walked over and lightly
touched the side of the tub, which is completely
against my germaphobic nature, but the wood
was so velvety and smooth, just as I expected it
to be.

This place is perfect. The problem, though,
was that I felt an even stronger pang in my
heart to travel Japan. Give me an anniversary,
a birthday, anything, I’ll come to the ryokan to
celebrate it. I want to experience kaiseki ryori,
a harmonious multi-course meal consisting of
a sequence of small traditional dishes, which
are prepared by a professional kaiseki chef. 1
want to soak in the hinoki bath and nod off on
a fluffy futon to the sounds of the Japanese
garden outside my paper door. I want a

proper Japanese breakfast of broiled salmon,
miso soup, vegetables, pickles, and fluffy white
rice when I wake up, and return to the Sydney
city feeling like a new person.

Ryokan Gojyuan

208 Darling Street, Balmain NSW 2041
Tel: 02 9810 3219
www.ryokangojyuan.com
Facebook: www.facebook.
com/pages/Ryokan-
Gojyuan/180527628665967
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M Australia Day Skyworks

1TH26H (A)

Swan River Foreshore
ERRAREBEOA—XASSUT - T— AN

b I7—=23— DFx—5—VLAYSH.
2a-CYOTIRTANIVIEETAZHRT
SEIEBARYIEEND, FERIFKD
S5ER T VNBETHRETEXDEHEETE S,
www.visitperthcity.com

H 2 Cellos

TA6RH (k) F&8E30N

Perth Concert Hall : 5 St Georges Tce, Perth
Wh-R=VyFERT 77> - NTHF—=IC
£B5FzODTaA. bo—FzOX, ¥4
TIV - v oI D T RA—=X -0 UZF)]
EAN—L. EOMENPI—F1—TTKREY
b 225 vooRy 7 OVIET. F
ODANEE>=F1 7,

e $7830 ~$123

FT v b Ticketek

H Nelly, Lupe Fiasco & B.o.B
1TA17RH () FR 7309

HBF Stadium : Stephenson Ave, Mount
Claremont

2FAMULDTIVNLETY LIFEREX
=D 4ERYITKR, [R—/N—RF—] 1%
EDby FHZERFDTY/N—DIL—X - T4
7RO, 2010 EICK7LA44 L/=BoB &3t
Cey 7Ry 7Darv—rEEVIRITFS,
e $11098

F 4 b : Ticketmaster

H Catherine Jones Plays Italian Virtuoso
Cellist

1TRB178 (&) %38

Church of Resurrection : 105 Shenton Rd,

Swanbourne

1H18R8 (A) F#%&3K

Fremantle Town Hall : 8 William St, Fremantle

1THA248 () F&38

Town Hall Perth : Cnr Hay & Barrack St, Perth

I—Oy/NTEETH/NN—HBO//NAY D -

FroOFEFYHUL-DPa3—2X, a7

T4, RyTU—=Z, SUEYTARED

EHMEBL CHEFODBNEBELEE/N.

¥4 . $3058 ~ $35.68

F v b Ticketek

H The Vamps with Short Stack and AJR
1TH30RB (£) F%6K30%H

HBF Stadium : Stephenson Ave, Mount
Claremont

V= AT AT EN LTI —THRE
NEAFUREBD 4 NBY - T7 TR,
(Fv> D= TR THANT by
I—1 TBLOEU7] REEY MHIZRA
EV—RTEHSEFHDN R,

#e $62.17

F 4w bk : Ticketmaster

ART GALLERY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
\A—R bS5V 7 M ILEMTEE

g DO t\‘ﬂ*ﬂ'ﬁm
PRIFSNET,

AA—RANS U 77 MHIIEHETIX
EiBZEEINDALI2
BRROBNZGTOTNET .

F—R RS U T RERICK BE (Aboriginal Art) 0,
BEHIERIEERRBICLEEY T — - F v
S I —(Centenery Galleries) HSBii% 9 2 F=lTEE Tl
A—R NS YT OERGERDE< EREXBORS
B, AA—X U T7MEFNZBARITEVEIR
EEZTOET,

ABDBLRHSTRDTTHUERIDT

|

BmETHSELSBEIGDETE.

: Perth Cultural Centre, James St Mall,
PERTH,W.A.
: BkA&t B FRIM108~F7% 5 B
: KEEH
EF (BEL. RRIEMIZR)

E 4
1 #91 B5fE
RSUPU—-711K (BFH: GIAEXT)

EVU7—R &OF
RR7 YR ERF

@ 0419-196-825
3@ 0410-382-326

l Dutch Violinist Rudolf Koelman and
FCO

1TA31 A (&) %38

Government House Ballroom : St Georges Tce,

Perth

2A1H8 (H) T#3

Fremantle Town Hall : 8 William St, Fremantle

FIIDTrAFY EHEIRIIT - O—

W= ET)—=T 2 MIVEREZRERDHE,

HEBITE—VYFIED TR -2 ad72]

[EEMSDFHR] FH. N1 RODOREME

88 &,

¥4 $2039 ~$39.76

F4 v b : Ticketek

Hl Doctor Who Symphonic Spectacular
TA31H () FER2K& 7TE30 7

Perth Arena : 700 Wellington St, Perth
AFXFVRDSFTUVERST TR —-T—]
50 BEf=aY—bh, 5B RIS —TK&D
E—4— - TAT4 VOB AN= U DES
L. BF—X b5 738EE (WASO) DF
ZTHRE 145 ADDL U LIF5BHDEA,
4 . $80.54 ~ $508.73

F4 v b Ticketek E 7z (& www.waso.com.au
WASO Box Office

Ml Angus & Julia Stone

2R48 0K) F&4r

Kings Park : Fraser Ave, West Perth
SRZ—HBDT =0 - TIL—ADEHHT 2
Fo T AVATOT—ILRYT —TKEY
ERDI2 A, FUTRN—UFHERIZ3
BEDTIWNL T7UARTR-2aUT-
Ab=21 ZFOEITFS,

A& — % $12206 ~ $14245, 18 KK &
$91.48

F v b Ticketmaster

H Les Misérables

~2A82208 (A) *REEHER

Crown Theatre : Great Eastern Hwy, Burswood
1985 FEDO > RVNELE, 2HRTEHES
NFIFTNWNBIa—2AN TL-ZESTIV,
BERKE - BRE—#HL. 19HEELVEDCT S
YADHBRIFBCRROEFRENEHE,
#& . $55~$26050

F4 v b : Ticketek

H The Night Zoo

1TA5R8 (A) ~31H ()

Spare Parts Puppet Theatre : 1 Short St,
Fremantle

Ry MMIAZEWNTNEEBYDRFE/RED
FoIAZI—, HAIBRFTHMEY., ETL
5 IAI-DORNICBHYEISAST D —F
URFVU I RUFUPRO TR, TZA—
A EEoEFHEAITOAREL

#He: $24

F 4w b www.sppt.asn.au,
9335-5044

F 7213 (08)

Ml Venus in Fur

1158 (K) ~288H (H) *EHZEHR
State Theatre Centre of Western Australia : 174-
176 William St, Perth

F—F 43> THREERER M ELRE
Do, RPTI 71, ERNE/NT—&
XeEMAThYEXE LTV, YVEX
ADEBREF IRV YRDNGR (EREE
T4 —FR] DTEEICH>TNS,

#l4 : $3058 ~$14273

F4 v b Ticketek

image by Robert Frith Acorn Photo

M The Fairies

1THB19H (B) F&28K

South West Italian Club : White St, Bunbury
TR208 (X)) /0118

Boardwalk Theatre : Ormsby Tce, Mandurah
TA218 (k) 48110 B

Regal Theatre : 474 Hay St, Subiaco

1A228 (K) FHI10 &

Lady Wardle Theatre, St Mary's College : Elliott
Rd, Karrinyup

NFDON=FE— T—FEUDRKIKFETIL 7.
BEENDD 4 X4 LFHOEY., BRAZEL
SBIIN—FEZ—¢EFTVYT 40— THYOD
EEICHEYVIEOWZAD, KEOENSESES
FHEEDENDEREZH <.,

& . $2750 ~ $50.98

FT v b Ticketek

H Fringe World Festival

1HA238 (&) ~2A 228 (A)
Za21—3—- AV RYTRENZRD
FYNV—BY—-HRX 1Z-VYDTL] XU—-
TURIRY FEBMCLIEIAT A — Fv
NL—3—PRrERKE, 500U EDTOY
TLENR—RXTZ 4 —EEDRENTLE,
HMEO T YA LT,

F47 v bk www.fringeworld.com.au

Photo by Olivia Rutherford

H Hopman Cup

1A48 (BH) ~10H8 (%)

Perth Arena : 700 Wellington St, Perth
F—=RZUT, A5UT7. THAUA, 75
YRIEE SHEDSBR T AT DONHE
TEHTRAOERMRE., ROy T
bAY— 79T ah- SR RA
Ta—=U4NTYV—=F -YUxTH Y-
T O UTLREEDEE, A—X TV
TF-—LEFZvo - FUARET—— T
07, RERTDa-IVEUvzTYA b
(http:hopmancup.com) %8,

He . —mwE3d/~ a2ty 3§32~
Fit (3~16m%) $10~

F47 v b Ticketek

M Lancelin Ocean Classic

1A158 (K) ~18H (RH)

Grace Darling Park : Hopkins St, Lancelin

1986 FICT 4 > RY—T 7 —DFELLHIR
DT Y =T 4 2DARY b, IXI—X
DIE# 130km [CARIBET S Z >t > THE,
HRAPPSEFE/EFN4ABICHIEYE
+TEES, ##AIE www.lancelinoceanclassic.
com.au C.

H BHP Billiton Aquatic Super Series
1A30A8 (&£ ~2818 (H)

HBF Stadium : 100 Stephenson Ave, Mt
Claremont

F—=REZUT. TAUA, FE. BERDK
FKRKIERF —AD/N—XICEHFEL. 2HBED
BEAIRVIKTS, 3BBIEXT )T 500m
~10km DA —T >+ — 5 — B & R,
# L < [& www.aquaticsuperseries.com.au T,
He: —m$2180~$4145, a2ty 3
> $27.41, Fi (16 mERiE) $15.68 ~ $22.31
F4 v b : Ticketmaster

( Z2zRF41nN)

H Grapes and Gallops Festival
1A18H (B) EF~F#%8HK
Mount Barker Turf Club : McDonald Ave, Mount

Barker
IN—XDFERH 370km [CAIBETHI D> b -
N=H—THITHONBT7 2 XT14/N)b. BDD
DAFTU—TELNDTLVITATA O
EROYIT VR AFI, F—X. HiE (»
E) BEDTIWARRE, R—RL—RP—
EICELDD,

AB#E —f%$20, avtyvr3>$10

F v - www.grapesandgallops.com

Hl Western Australian Circus Festival
1H24H (£) ~26H (B)

Lunar Circus Site : 171 Van Sittart Rd, Karridale
I—ALy FU/N—DF 30km [CAIET S H
UF—=IVIZ, Y—hRD/IT +—<—PiHFH
EHp &, BHPOERPET. ERHEE
i FHIRAESEIEMEBE L 3 HELE,
HMEIU YA RT,

B —fMR$60 ~. Ft (3m~ 16m) $40~

F 4 b : www.lunarcircus.com

T Ofth

H The Last : Naruto the Movie

1TR17H () F&48

Luna Leederville : 155 Oxford St, Leederville
BADHEOTBATHEVWATEES. &
VDHEREBRICIBEVILITONDNNLT O
3 i2E INARUTO —F+ )L k=1, TTHE
LAST! (ZBIBIRT Z A DBRIFET. SETIC
(MO "B PEDINTWNSENREZ A,
e —fpg$18. a>tvr a3 $1350
F4 v b - www.lunapalace.com.au

B Perth Holiday and Travel Expo
TA31B (£)-2R18 (B) F#110 &
Grand Ballroom, Crown Perth : Great Eastern
Hwy, Burswood

80 tt A LDRITRUNEFTVREEINDS T+
AR, I—Aw/S TPT. 77U Ah, db-
M7 AYNGEEREEADLSEA—X NS
TMEHD YT -5 EDRFIBRD mE. F
#B(3 www.holidayexpo.com.aus,

#He: —ms$10. ooty ar$8

B Sunset Wine

TA31H (X)-2A18 (A) F#%2830
D~ 78309

Scarborough Beach Reserve, The Esplanade,
Scarborough
BA—XASZUTOE-—F&EH Y bE
Ny DIZITTOoNE 74 > DEER. BRFES.
INRABEDT—RPIVI—FA AV ED
HY., I www.wineandfood.com.au,

#e: $21~$25

Moshtix
Tel: 1300 438 849
www.moshtix.com.au

Ticketmaster
Tel:136 100
www.ticketmaster.com.au

TICKETEK
Tel : 132 849
www.ticketek.com.au

N=—RTHADELF Ty ~-TU MLy b
< Ticketmaster >

Cloisters Newsagency : 863 Hay Street
< TICKETEK >

Pharmacity : 717 Hay Street Mall

KANY SRR &5 HEHRIFE

BUICEEENDEPDBYEIDT,
ROLEBHEMFSIES N,

XFT v MCRBEFHHNEREND

BEEDNHYET.

SBS 5 o F HAENX

(/%—R 96.9FM)

BEARE F% 10~ 118

www.sbs.com.au/yourlanguage/japanese/
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CAR : MORTORCYCLES
— 5=\ 5

NORTHBRIDGE ENGINE FIT & AUTO SERVICE
/=27y Ivys 74y b A=-pY-ER
402 Newcastle St. NORTHBRIDGE, WA 6003
T 0422-237-728 HAE .~ (08) 9328-9198
BTN BEO M LM EER S D
AT F O ZAMMRNEEE . RERE D
T2 A F1 =y 7T M ke & B A A PR BT
BRIV, EPH., BRAREOMNET

ACCOMMODATION

TE’ ARERR

BILLABONG Backpackers Resort

ESKRY - NyonRyh=ZX-JJ—}
381 Beaufort Street, HIGHGATE, 6003

& (08) 9328-7720 Fax (08) 9328-7721

BERTHASL/ —ZA T v Vi, HE,
BrE g mE, =, BLOR=E, &%
INZIN =L E, T—IVE. 2007 476 5
NN 7% T —22 8, 2008 ~ 12 4E1d 5
M7 71T U ANZHE, 1IH$27T~

LET'S RELAX MASSAGE in Perth
LyY - US9IR - 2yY—T
125 Barrack St. PERTH, Loi's Supermart R
@ (08)9221-1001 X ML A, fHAJEIC
V7L ryny—F Iy —2,
REBEELRHANEIE X MR, WA
B, $40/30 4. $70/60 43, A AR,

Mobile Massage & Reflexology therapy

HiEvy¥-v8&Y27049y0 - pME3
B 0413-558-205

57 - VB TR E S EOWRA - AN
Z - HOENEDOEROD 5 —EPBE
HE, FERICEDbEEY vy =& LE
9, I HEBRDOES ESFE, BTN

Satomi Hair on Wheels

Y2 - BIERAT7—-Y—ER

B 0415-200-119 / (08) 9227-6629

AT =Ty k. I8—7 (+FPF)L)5—
<. MRBEIE). 15— (+~F)

HADMEI ZHAL THEDET,
BRI T 0,

% BEAUTY - HEALTH Z: REAL ESTATES
=R BHE

C: SY F#EO- 55
1-Y-IZ7-MI IR}
A=Y=+ TAT—b - ZJITAMETI,
TMEALHMORWERY] 2T HA LT
FVEZELDBEMRICEATVELT S
ZEEEY N2 ERLSLET,
2 MiNER #55 : 0417273 739
Email: koji@cosyeq.com.au ( HA<#E
URL: www.cosyeq.com.au ( HA&GEX—3)

A, FOOD - DAILY - RESTAURANT

#-BAM:- LXK

LOI'S (Lion Oriental Foods Co.)
QA X (SA4FFVIHIVT7—2X)
13 Fitzgerald Street, NORTHBRIDGE

7 (08) 9228-9898 Fax (08) 9228-8669
HAR RIS — Z KD i A A — /X —,
B0 HIZ HAD BB & B2 $10 LA
EREWEFTI0%5[E, =L E
Frvr, HEOE—)L, H, BEH.
WM DM A BT,

LOI'S Eastern Supermart
A4 XA —RY > A—=/IX\—T— |
125 Barrack St. PERTH /& (08) 9221-1001
T e HARRNO M A B,
IV, BRIEBIFD I,

REGENT CAKES

Y=oz b-—%

10/45 Francis Street, NORTHBRIDGE, WA
7 (08) 9227-8081

TTH LT IVE O —F D & IR
539, NGOT 283, BOICES
ZEEBED, TR TE IR

-%— OTHERS
DAt

Bilingual PC

NA Y>3V PC

PCERXY NT—=DDZ ERS, BIEETF
I, ITHMEICX 2R —E
AERIMIEIZ T, T, 17 F vy
N THLRRICTHE R, RE &P
PC £ 0, www.bilingualpc.net

JAS Migration Services
E¥aHILy b

EY O RIS —ATEEDOHAABR
aAPILY 2 MIBEELES N,

Suite 1, Level 4, Carillon City Office Tower
207 Murray St Perth WA

TEL (08) 9322 6308 HAGE (H2Y4 $3A)
jas_suzuki@iinet.net.au MARN:1173457

JCM Tax and Business Services
YO R H—=UIIABFASEEIC
HARANRGHERBERDITICFNET

- BN ¢ A D TaxReturn FiFH %

- BAS IR E I & ORI
YIEFHER R HASE CTHBRRIZES T
0435-344-969  www.jcmtabs.com.au/jp
Tax Agent Bk H 24694713

JANEWSERHTEDEERXE CHFLEDAIT

EAIES18ICDE
$2.00L BEFETY,

JA NEWS (The Japan Australia News)
TEL : 1300 551 246
info@janews.com.au

LIFETIER<SZE LN,
B REHE B51HR%)
F-RLSUTEAN [ A-XFSUTES
6/0A  $12.00 $30.00
12/pR $24.00 $60.00
HEBLA

EOTAY—-&ETTE |

(% :2F34kILE)

HEEANERY—ER

1 A fiit&
¢ EO0T7R9—(¥91kg/i2~3E)
A$150 (EieH&AH)
¢ EFE7TE(¥I1kg/3~41)
A$150 (EieH&AH)

YEEDLBYERATEREITLET.

K*TEELLTOLESBMITITHILBARETY.

BELWADYE, BHLALI
JANEWSXTHAETES®
B :1300 551 246
Fax: (+61 8) 9207 2523
Email : info@janews.com.au
12A30B»5 1 R4 HETOSMLaDE. JENII
EX=)VCEBHMEDHESHTVEEEET.

Q@ EE. ILBE. HENDBRESIIRBASI2VLEET.
@ AEHABEHENDH > LRI TFEALICHENED

HIEDHYET.

A A=

B 11TZEI2 $6.00,
HEE2 T GSTAH
Extra lines arise $ 6.00 per line.

Translation : $25 per five lines.

P

1 issue $ 39.00
3issues $112.00
6issues $215.00
12 issues $399.00

Busi\ness Classifieds
EYR2AD)DOII AN

EYR2B&R<51T (R0 1171858) T12$33.25 (12 SEHIDIFE) ~.

Advance payment only. (Prices incl. GST)

ZAIFZER

BRRE : X (117). OJ/BA % $10.00:870
Excluding business names, from $33.25 per issue for five lines.

Extra Charges: emphasis (per line) bold type, logo $10.00 each.

HBNEDHE

JA NEWS

TEL: 1300 551 246
info@janews.com.au

ESxRN—K
FHLY . IR

®250 1/ Kl / 7ILHS—ENR
$140.00 (inc. GST)~

©250 # / @@ / 7)LHS—ENR)
$175.00 (inc. GST)~

P—ko—

SHEX - BREVWEDE

J-Forum Pty Lid (JA NEWS)

Q3 -0=+ 53— =T

D ([ETHEHELSEE LN,

TEL: 1300 551 246 FAX: (08) 9207 2523

info@j-forum.net
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W 75 )1 RS, W.A. Visitor Centre
55 William St, Perth W.A. 6000
@ 1300 361 351

M 2R - RS,/ The Department of
Immigration and Citizenship
836 Wellington Street, West Perth
4 131881

M 5352 Australian Taxation Office
45 Francis St., Northbridge W.A. 6003
@ 132861

[ SRNESPELES l%@fﬂa

B F= 0 AEKI{FEE~ Embassy of Japan, Canberra

@ (02) 6273 3244 www.au.emb-japan.go.jp

B £/ \— 2B AEHREEE
The Consulate-General of Japan in W.A.
U22/ Level 2, 111 Colin St
West Perth & (08) 9480 1800
www.perth.au.emb-japan.go.jp

B G5 #BRNBFAS
Japanese Association of W.A. (Inc.)
IN—2BFEIREM
Japan Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in Perth Inc.
@ (08) 9285 1765
jccip@iinet.net.au
www.wanihonjinkai.com

B (5 #BENMEEDIST
Japan Club of W.A. Inc.
japanclubwa@gmail.com

B (X)) 28iHs
Australia - Japan Society (W.A.) Inc.
@ (08) 9325 4441
www.ajswa.com.au

JANEWS 2R AR b

H Albany

Albany Public Library

M Applecross

Ohnamiya

H Bassendean

Suisen

H Bunbury

Kokoro Japanese Restaurant
M Beaconsfield

Challenger TAFE

H Bentley

Curtin University (Japanese Department)
Curtin University (ELICOS)
POLYTECHNIC WEST

M City Beach

Hyogo Cultural Centre
Japanese School in Perth

The Weekend Japanese School
H Claremont

Methodist Ladies College
Sado Restaurant

M Crawley

University of Western Australia
(Asian Studies)

Yellow Pages

JANEWS 20152 AS(3. 1H308 (£)RITOFETT,

B HEBWEATYR—rRY ~ TTOZ ] : q
7 0403-530 928 CTHMER Ok n T b BRE Vb ER
%0 Panse oo < BF ZP WS w3 Bu M 2
B EELSRtE Y9~ PAE XL R W v um vy ea nn K a7
Hyogo Prefectural Government Cultural A ‘{; }E & % F’\ Y?E g é ﬁ’*‘g ;E; T 0 :
Centre P EPRS B A BC W FE TH &A 23
7 (08) 9385 9002 250 ©om Sh L5 DD Hun 0y > R
. N TS S Ok TH O F® LU P
B/ \—2BFASE S % D WD H Eh Fo n e
The Japanese School in Perth & (08) 92851758 = X / A 'Ca g o E3 % ¥ =8 PAS =~
www.japaneseschool.wa.edu.au s n z ig ’“—-’ 'f'j %é ;?9; ’§ ;g 73‘ ]F(I% ﬁ-ﬂ
=) YR — b9 — . v &l Fii Rr Z H < DA D
Bzl b _— b7 Y =% -~ & o B 9w
JETRO Sydney & (02) 9276 0100 : 2 A % = = ) 73 P A P
ST 4 Yy 2 o & U &
: EBE * ¥y o on oa o 7
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CAPITAL GAINS TAX

The Australian tax system imposes tax on
the profits from the sale of most assets. This
is known as Capital Gains Tax (CGT). CGT is
not a separate tax but the taxable profit from
the sale of an asset is included in the taxpayer’s
assessable income and is taxed at their marginal
tax rate.

CGT applies to the sale of CGT assets. Most
assets fall into the CGT system but not assets
acquired before 20 September 1985 or the
taxpayer’s main residence. Common examples
of CGT assets include investment properties,
shares, and investments in managed funds.
It can also apply to things such as boats and
paintings. If you are a tax resident of Australia
assets that you hold outside of Australia may
also be subject to CGT. There are special rules
dealing with these assets when you first become
and Australian tax resident.

To work out if you have made a capital gain
you need to have records showing the date you
purchased the asset and its cost and also the
date of sale and the sale proceeds received. The
cost of the asset will include the actual cost as
well as acquisition costs. For example, in the
case of an investment property items such as
stamp duty and legal fees are included in the
cost. If you incur costs in selling the asset these
are deducted from the sale price. In the case
of an investment property this would include
items such as commissions paid to real estate
agents, the cost of advertising the property for
sale, and legal fees in relation to the sale.

If your selling proceeds are more than your
cost you have made a capital gain. If you have
owned the asset for more than 12 months you
will only pay tax on 50% of the gain. If you
have owned it for less than 12 months all of the
profit will be taxable. In the case of a company,

100% of the gain is taxable regardless of how
long the asset has been owned. The taxable
gain is included with your other income and
taxed at your marginal tax rate. If you make a
loss on the sale the loss is not tax deductible.
The capital loss is carried forward to be offset
against future capital gains.

It is important that you include any capital
gains in your tax return. The Australian
Taxation Office receives information about
asset sales from a wide variety of sources
including share registries and land titles offices.
The tax office uses this information to check
that taxpayers are declaring the sales in their
tax returns.

CGT is a very complex area and the above
is a very basic summary. If you are unsure
whether CGT applies to you please contact us.

BEIVY-N—0
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CHARTERED Accountant and TAX AGENT & L
THEOGWY—ERZEH L. HERBICE
WTHHIEICI D,

Glenn Burke B.Bus CA SFfin

Glenn is a chartered accountant and financial
planner with over 25 years tax and accounting
experience. Glenn regularly presents lectures
on accounting and finance.
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Proactive Business Advice
Suite 5, Ground Floor, 345 Pacific Highway
LINDFIELD, NSW 2070
Tel: 02 9880 8706
Email: info@proactiveadvice.com.au

Divorce rate still too high despite decrease
IRAMEIR R HY S W F 72w D Bl R

Minister for Social Services Kevin Andrews
has welcomed a new report which shows the
Australian divorce rate is on the decline, but
says the figure is still too high.

Data released by the Australian Bureau
of Statistics show more than 47,638 couples
divorced last year, a decrease of 2,279 (4.6 per
cent) recorded in 2012.

Minister for Social Services
thtEALAR

decline %4>

figure %5

Australian Bureau of Statistics
F—Z b5V 7HEHR

Mr Andrews said almost half of the divorces
granted in 2013 (47.4 per cent) involved
children who can be affected by family
breakdown.

“Strong, healthy parental relationships give
children the best chance of growing up happy
and confident,” he said.

“Single parents do an heroic job in difficult

family breakdown SR
healthy JiE##72. EH7Z

parental #HoD

confident U TW%, HIBICHMBZ
heroic BFE LW, BEZR, K7z
circumstances IR{R. BabE

circumstances but the reality is, research shows
that some children of divorced parents do not
perform as well in terms of their education,
health and employment outcomes.

“We know that relationship counselling and
education can play a pivetal role in helping to
keep marriages strong and preventing divorce.

“Counselling can help couples improve their
communication and conflict resolution skills.
It can enrich marriages and helps reduce family
breakdown.

in terms of ~IZBALT. ~O#EHENS
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conflict #fi7. f#22

resolution  fEHk
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“This is why we are delivering the Stronger
Relationships trial, which provides eligible
couples with $200 towards the cost of
relationship education or counselling.

“Stable families are the cornerstone of a
cohesive and functioning society and we need
to ensure that our nation’s greatest asset, our
children, have the greatest possible opportunities
to reach their full potential .”
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Bomb fears StOpped Sniper Sh()t the shop and gunfire was exchanged. None were found and the rest of the building
Hay > y Z A Monis was killed inside while hostages was also clear.
gﬂf’aéiﬁhf"%ﬁl\@‘ TS Katrina Dawson, 38, and Tori Johnson, 34, died Former NSW Police Assistant
SYDNEY, Dec 17 AAP Tactical police stormed the Lindt Cafe in  on the way to hospital. Commissioner Clive Small there was good

Snipers didn't shoot Sydney siege gunman
Man Haron Moris through the glass of a
Sydney cafe because of fears he was packing
explosives.

NSW Police Commissioner Andrew
Scipione was forced on Wednesday to defend
how his officers brought the CBD siege to a
dramatic end after questions were raised about
their actions.

siege PH, ERHKE

gunman RELA

fear(s) HiA. FmIREME

pack(ing) ~%&#id 5. ~ERK>TWD
explosive(s) fREFEM. 1R

Police Commissioner #{HaE;
force(d) ~ZRERIIES. BWD
defend ~%Z§E#Ed 2

officer(s)

Martin Place on Tuesday morning, more than
16 hours after self-proclaimed Muslim cleric
Monis walked in with a shotgun and took 17
people hostage.

Some customers and staff managed to flee
the cafe when Monis, 50, began to doze off
about 2am on Tuesday.

Not long after, heavily-armed police
swooped when they heard gunshots from inside

CBD

(Central Business District D) fr.0 34 X
raise(d) 2&9 5. FTFETFS. B LIF3
tactical police HipkE& g
storm(ed) WY 5, RIS, ~ITRATS
self-proclaimed EH#~D
cleric #ithh, HHN%#
hostage AH
manage(d) to fil&n~79 3

Dawson, a barrister and mother-of-three,
suffered a cardiac arrest.

AAP has been told police could have tried
to shoot the gunman through the window but
there were fears about what it would do to any
explosives in his backpack.

As the siege came to an end, bomb squad
officers were seen entering the building to look
for any explosives in Monis's backpack.
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exchange(d) %*Z%
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reason police didn't try to shoot the gunman
through the window.

In the early stages of the siege when Monis
was spotted through the glass, it was unclear
whether he was carrying explosives, how many
hostages were inside and even how thick the
glass was, he said.
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Online shopping — five tips to protect your rights
FrI34 v avEVYITHHOHEMZSFS 5 D0y

December 9, 2014

Australia’s leading consumer law firm is
urging shoppers to be aware of their rights when
buying Christmas gifts over the internet this month,
as new figures reveal Australians have spent a
record amount on online shopping in the past year.

Slater and Gordon consumer lawyer James
Naughton said shoppers had rights under Australian
Consumer Law regardless of whether they choose
to brave the crowds at traditional “bricks and

mortar” shops or browse and buy from the
comfort of their couches.

“While most Australian consumers continue to
do their shopping in stores, the National Australia
Bank’s latest online shopping report reveals we
have spent a record $16 billion buying goods over

leading FE7Z, —HD. KFOD

consumer 4%

law firm EEFHI, ol LEE
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the internet in the past year,” Mr Naughton said.

“It’s certainly a convenient way to shop, but
there are potential pitfalls so it’s really important
that buyers are aware of their rights and take
necessary steps to avoid problems.

“When you go into a store you can pick up an
item, touch it and try it on, so you generally know
what you are buying and how much you will pay.

“It’s not so clear-cut online so you need to be
confident about what you are buying, who you are
handing your money to and know where you stand
if what you have bought doesn’t live up to your
expectations or doesn’t arrive.”

Mr Naughton said three quarters of online
shopping is done through Australian-based
websites, which are subject to our consumer laws.
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“It’s a lot harder to take action against an
overseas-based online shopping site when
problems arise, but complaints can be lodged
with econsumer.gov — an international agency
that gathers and shares cross border e-commerce
complaints.”

Mr Naughton urged Australian shoppers to
follow these five basic tips to protect their online
shopping rights.

1. Research the site

Ask friends and family to recommend a good
online store, check out in ndent reviews
online, look for recall notices on products and
research whether an online store or its suppliers
have been the subject of legal action.

2. Know what you are buying

Read descriptions carefully and check things
like the colour of the product, its size, how much
it weighs, what material it is made from and what
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accessories it comes with before purchasing. Also
check what currency you are buying in.

3. Read the fine print

Australian consumers have a right to a repair,
replacement or refund when making a purchase
over the internet if the product is defective or does
not do what it is meant to. Not all sites will agree
to an exchange or refund if you change your mind.

4. Keep good records

Ensure you have proof of your purchase. If
you use a credit card keep a close eye on bank
statements and call the bank if there is a problem.

5. Take action

If something does go wrong, complain directly
to the site and ask for a refund or exchange. If you
use a credit card to make the purchase and you are
either overcharged or do not receive the goods, ask
your bank for a refund.
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PM questions why gunman was on the streets

o ® > pEes
RIUH R EHIC ?
SYDNEY, Dec 16 AAP

Prime Minister Tony Abbott has put the
spotlight on NSW bail laws after extremist gunman
Man Haron Monis was allowed to walk the streets
despite facing more than 40 serious offences.

Monis was on bail for a raft of violent charges,
including being an accessory to the murder of his
ex-wife, when he took 17 people hostage inside a
popular CBD cafe on Monday morning.

The siege ended 16-and-a-half hours later with
the death of barrister Katrina Dawson, shop
manager Tori Johnson and Monis.

"How can someone who has had such a long
and chequered history, not be on the appropriate
watch lists, and how can someone like that be
entirely at large in the community?" Mr Abbott
asked.

NSW Premier Mike Baird felt outraged
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that Monis was on bail and acknowledged the
community had the right to feel upset.

"We also need to understand why he wasn't
picked up," he said.

NSW Attorney-General Brad Hazzard said
Monis had slipped through the cracks of security
and policing agencies.

However, he did not believe Monis would have
been out on bail had the revamped bail act, due to
start next month, been in place.

Under the new legislation, a person charged with
being an accessory to murder would be required to
show cause as to why he or she should be granted
bail.

Mr Hazzard insisted it wouldn't be possible for
the new bail regime to be implemented before
January 28 as officers needed to be fully trained.

There are also questions over how Monis was
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able to source a shotgun and carry it so freely into
the heart of the CBD.

Court documents from 2011, when he was
charged with stalking and intimidating his ex-wife
Noleen Hayson Pal, reveal he had a firearm licence
while working as a security officer, but it had
expired.

The documents also show he allegedly
threatened to shoot his former partner if his
demands were not met.

Monis, 50, first gained notoriety when he wrote
a series of offensive letters to families of several
Australian soldiers killed in Afghanistan.

He was placed on a two-year good behaviour
bond for this in 2013.

But within a year he had been charged with being
an accessory to his ex-wife's murder and more than
40 sex offences against several women.

Ms Pal, 30, was stabbed to death and set alight
in April 2013 in a Werrington unit block in western
Sydney.
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Monis's then partner, Amirah Droudis, 34, has
been charged with her murder.

Ms Pal's godfather Ayyut Khalik was
disappointed Monis was released despite being
implicated in the murder.

"When we found out he was arrested we were
very, very happy that justice had been done," he
told NBC News.

"Then two weeks later we find out he was out on
bail. Who do you blame for this?"

Monis had been released on bail in December last
year on the accessory charge under the old bail laws.

He reappeared in court on May 26, only days
after new bail laws came into effect, and again in
October over the fresh sexual assault offences.

Monis was deemed in May to pose an
"unacceptable risk to interfering with witnesses
and endangering the safety of victims and
individuals in the community".

But that was said to be offset by tough conditions,
including reporting daily to police.
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@ STOCKHOLM
3 Japan-born Nobel laureates
receive prize

(From L) Isamu Akasaki, a professor at Meijo
University in Nagoya, Hiroshi Amano, a professor
at Nagoya University, and Shuji Nakamura, a
professor at the University of California, Santa
Barbara, who won the 2014 Nobel Prize in Physics,
pose for photos with their medals after the award
ceremony at the Stockholm Concert Hall in the
Swedish capital on Dec. 10, 2014. (Pool photo)

@ TSUNAN
Heavy snow hits northern,
central Japan

Photo taken from a Kyodo News helicopter on
Dec. 19, 2014, shows local residents removing
snow on the roof of a house in the central Japan
town of Tsunan, where snowfall has exceeded two
meters.
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© SAPPORO
Sheep-shaped clay bells
manufactured in Sapporo

Sheep-shaped clay bells are manufactured at a
kiln in Hokkaido Shrine in Sapporo, Hokkaido, on
Dec. 22, 2014. Some 6,000 bells will be prepared
by the end of the year, as 2015 falls on the Year of
the Sheep.
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O KYoTO
'Kanji' meaning tax picked as
best characterizing 2014

Seihan Mori (L), the chief priest of Kiyomizu
Temple in Kyoto, writes the "kanji" character "zei"
meaning tax on a large sheet of "washi" paper on
Dec. 12, 2014, at the announcement by the Japan

Kanji Aptitude Testing Foundation of the single
best kanji symbolizing the year 2014 in Japan.

Source : Kyodo News
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Kinkakuji Temple covered with snc

1st time this season

KYOTO, Japan - Kinkakuji, a Buddhist tem

in the western Japanese city of Kyo

covered with snow on Dec. 18,

first time this season, after continuou:

since the previous night. The photo was taken
from a Kyodo News helicopter. ¥
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